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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT-ELECT REQUESTS TRAINING FOR SECURITY DETAIL 
REF STATE 208588 

1 . SUMMARY: WE HAVE BEEN REQUESTED BY PRESIDENT-ELECT 
HIMSELF TO PROVIDE TRAINING. WE RECOGNIZE DEPT'S CONCERNS 
DERIVING FROM RUMORS AND SPECULATIONS WE HAVE 
REPORTED TO EFFECT THAT ECHEVERRIA MAY EVEN CONTEMPLATE 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT-ELECT PRIOR TO INAUGURATION 

IN ORDER TO EXTEND HIS OWN TENURE OF OFFICE. NEVERTHELESS. 

WE BELIEVE THESE RUMORS AND CONCERNS ARE EXAGGERATED AND 
FOR REASONS SET FORTH BELOW. IN ANSWERING OF DEPT’S QUESTIONS. 

WE RECOMMEND WE SHOULD RESPOND FAVORABLY TO PRESIDENT ELECT'S 
REQUEST AND THAT DIKEOS AND HICKEY SHOULD COME WITHOUT 
DELAY. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS POSED PARA 2 
REFTEL: 

A. TRAINING FOR ECHEVERRIA'S SECURITY FORCES OF WHICH 

WE ARE AWARE OCCURRED WITHIN LAST CALENDAR YEAR - NOT PRIOR 

TO HIS INAUGUARATION. 
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B. AS NOTED MEXICO 10703 OUR CONTACT WITH REGARD 
TO THIS TRAINING IF LTCOL GODINEZ, DEPUTY CHIEF 
PRESIDENTIAL GENERAL STAFF. THIS OFFICER IS THE NUMBER 
TWO IN ECHEVERRIA’S MILITARY HOUSEHOLD, WHO HAS BEEN 
SECONDED TO LOPEZ PORTILLO TO HANDLE LATTER'S SECURITY 
MATTERS. WE CONSIDER THAT GODINEZ' IS AN "APPROPRIATE 
OFFICIAL OF THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT”, CLOSE TO ECHEVERRIA, 
AND THAT BY INFORMING HIM WE HAVE DONE OUR DUTY BY GOM. 
ADDITIONALLY, IN REVIEWING MATTER WITH DEA REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR FRIAS TO WHOM THE APPROACH WAS MADE, HE ASSURES 
US THAT AT NO TIME WAS HE ACTUALLY TOLD THAT THE MATTER 
SHOULD BE KEPT SECRET FROM ECHEVERRIA OR OTHER ELEMENTS 
OF THE GOM. FRIAS WAS TOLD, HOWEVER, THAT FACT OF U.S. 
INVOLVEMENT SHOULD BE HANDLED WITH DISCRETION. 
ACCORDINGLY WE DO NOT SEE THIS AS A PROBLEM. 

C. WE WOULD CAUTION AGAINST OVERREATION TO RUMORS AND 
SPECULATION WE HAVE REPORTED RE ECHEVERRIA/LOPEZ-PORTILLO 
RELATIONSHIP. AFTER ALL, THE TWO MEN APPEAR TO BE WORKING 
TOGETHER REGULARLY AND THE ONLY POSTURE FOR US TO 
ASSUME IS THAT A NORMAL PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION WILL 
TAKE PLACE, AS INDEED WE EXPECT IT WILL, RUMORS 
NOTWITHSTANDING. IN ANY CASE, IF ECHEVERRIA IS IN FACT 
SEEKING AN OPTION TO RELINQUISHING POWER, IT WOULD 

SERVE OUR INTERESTS TO STRENGHTHEN LOPEZ PORTILLOS' 
SECURITY TO THE EXTENT WE CAN. 

2. 1 URGE THAT DIKEOS AND HICKEY PROCEED WITH THEIR VISIT 
IMMEDIATELY. THEIR SURVEY AND DICUSSIONS HERE WILL 
GIVE US FURTHER OPPORTUNITY TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
THERE IS ANYTHING ELSE WE NEED TO DO RE CONCERNS NOTED 
REFTEL BEFORE ACTUAL TRAINING ACTIVITIES COMMENCE. THEIR 
ARRIVAL IN TIME TO MAKE CONTACT WITH LTCOL GODONEZ 
PRIOR TO MY BREAKFAST WITH LOPEZ PORTILLO TUESDAY 
MORNING WOULD ALLOW ME TO BUILD ON THIS EVIDENCE OF OUR 
RESPONSIVENESS TO HIS NEEDS AND PERMIT ME TO CLEAR UP 
DIRECTLY WITH PRESIDENT-ELECT ANY UNCERTAINTAIES 
WHICH MAY ARISE IN THEIR INITIAL TALKS. 

JOVA 

SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PROTECTIVE SECURITY, PERSONNEL TRAINING, CAT-C, BRIEFING MATERIALS, PRESIDENT ELECT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MEXICO10775 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: CORRECTED COPY FOR MRN 

Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Film Number: n/a 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 2 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760831 /aaaabahf. tel 

Line Count: 99 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: NODIS, STADIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS, STADIS 

Reference: 76 STATE 208588 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: ShawDG 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 MAR 2004 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <02 NOV 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: LOCK1 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT-ELECT REQUESTS TRAINING FOR SECURITY DETAIL 

TAGS: PFOR, ASEC, MX, US, CIA, USSS, (ECHEVERRIA ALVAREZ, LUIS), (LOPEZ PORTILLO, JOSE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



